Lacrosse Victoria

If you are reported
The current system of reporting players has recently been reviewed and changes made. The intention is to have reported players respond to the Commissioner who investigates such matters, allow for a possible appeal against the decision of the Commissioner and have an answer for the player before the following Saturday or Sunday of the next round. For this to occur the following steps need to be observed:

· At the time of the incident for which a player is reported the player will be verbally advised by the official that they are reported and the reason.

· The incident will be recorded by the scorer and a minor note made on the score sheet.

· There is a penalty associated with reporting a player which requires that the player spend time in the penalty box (3 minutes for men’s rules) before being able to be substituted by another player.

· The reported player takes no further part in the match.

· At the end of the match the official will hand the reported player a written confirmation that a report is to be made. This written confirmation provides the contact number of the Commissioner which the player must contact. If a player departs from the venue before receiving written confirmation of the offence, the official will advise the Commissioner.
· Failure by the player to contact the Commissioner by 10:00am of the day following the match will result in an automatic suspension of one week and this will continue until the player does make contact.
· Officials also have responsibilities and will provide the Commissioner with a complete written account of the incident.

· At the time of the player contacting the Commissioner, advice will be given by the Commissioner about any changes to timelines and the next steps to be taken.

· If a player feels that they have been unfairly reported they have until the close of business on the Tuesday following the match to make a written submission challenging being reported.

· The decision of the Commissioner will also be given on Tuesday following the match unless there are clear reasons that this cannot occur.
· Upon receiving a suspension, the player has until the close of business on Wednesday to make a written appeal to the Investigation Committee

· If a penalty is involved and the player wishes to appeal the decision they must contact the Secretary of the Investigation Committee and advise that they are appealing the decision and provide a written submission supporting their appeal by the close of business on Wednesday together with a $200 cheque made payable to Lacrosse Victoria. The contact details of the Secretary of the Investigation Committee is listed in the Handbook and the website.

· The deposit is not refundable irrespective of the outcome of the appeal.
· The Investigation Committee will only hear appeals which can show a departure from procedures above and which can be shown to be unfair i.e., a procedural appeal or new evidence which may be relevant to the incident.

· The Investigation Committee will advise the player verbally of their decision before the next Saturday or Sunday of competition.
Players who have been reported should note that Lacrosse Victoria has three Commissioners who are rostered on successive weekends. This roster appears in another part of the website.

Attempting to avoid due process by seeking technicalities to avoid a decision by Commissioners will not be well regarded. 

